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observed, that "as its authour had the misfortune and the
to be blind, we may be absolutely sure that such torture of
passages are combinations of what he has remern- accused
bered of the works of other writers who could Persons
see.     That foolish fellow Spence, has laboured
to  explain   philosophically  how  Blacklock   may
have done, by means of his own faculties, what
it is impossible he should do.    The solution, as
I have given it, is plain.     Suppose, I   know a
man to be so lame that he is absolutely incapable
to move himself, and  I  find him  in a different
room  from that in which  I  left   him ;   shall  I
puzzle myself with idle conjectures, that, perhaps,
his nerves have by some unknown change all at
once become effective ?    No, Sir, it is clear how
he got into a different room : he was carried."
Having stopped a night at Colchester, Johnson talked of that town with veneration, for having stood a siege for Charles the First. The Dutchman alone now remained with us. He spoke English tolerably well; and thinking to recommend himself to us by expatiating on the superiority of the criminal jurisprudence of this country over that of Holland, he inveighed against the barbarity of putting an accused person to the torture, in order to force a confession. But Johnson was as ready for this, as for the Inquisition. " Why, , Sir, you do not, I find, understand the law of your own country. To torture in Holland is considered as a favour to an accused person j for no man is put to the torture there, unless there is as much evidence against him as would amount to conviction in England. An accused person among you, there,-
